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REFERENCES IN PHYSICAL REVIEW B

References should be numbered consecutively in order of first appearance in the text, and should be given in a
separate double-spaced list at the end of the text material. References within tables should be designated by lower-
case letter superscripts and given at the end of the table. Authors should place their work in context with the current
state of the field, i.e., they are encouraged to cite all relevant literature for the benefit of readers. The onus is upon
authors to update references throughout the review and publication process. The completeness and accuracy of the
data contained in the references are even more important now that online journals contain linked references.

In preparing the list of references for papers submitted to Physical Review B authors should be guided by the follow-
ing sources on matters of style:

• the reference section in other papers in any recent issue of Physical Review B

• a sample reference section for PRB as the file http://forms.aps.org/author/samplerefs-prb.
asc (or .pdf)

• the Physical Review Style and Notation Guide. This is available as http://forms.aps.org/author/
styleguide.pdf.

Some of the practices of Physical Review B are outlined here:

et al. The use of et al. is discouraged in the reference section. The full author list should be given to aid readers. If
accepted for publication, our production department can shorten references when needed.

Footnotes Footnotes to an author’s name or address can be listed at the top of the reference section, but should
be limited to those necessary for location of the author. Email addresses or URL’s are permissible. All
information concerning research support should appear in the acknowledgments. Footnotes for subsidiary
remarks should be regular numbered references or incorporated directly into the text.

Journal References A. Smith, Phys. Rev. B 56, 19 500 (1997). Put page number before the year, not after. Separate
multiple references by a semicolon. Use ibid. instead of repeating the journal name for different authors, same
sources. Rapid Communications should be designated as, e.g., Phys. Rev. B 70, 121101(R) (2004) or Phys.
Rev. B 56, R6779 (1997). Errata as Phys. Rev. B 70, 129901(E) (2004).

Books Give full title, author, publisher, city of origin of publisher, year of publication, and page number (if appli-
cable). References to books in the process of being published should include “(in press)”.

Conference Proceedings Name, place, and year of the conference, editor (if applicable), publisher, city of origin
of publisher, and publication year should all be specified.

(to be published) The paper has been accepted for publication in a journal; the name of the journal must be spec-
ified. The issue date should also be specified if known, e.g., A. Smith, Phys. Rev. Lett. (to be published
7 November 1997). Lists of papers to appear in future issues of APS journals can be found at
http://publish.aps.org/DLO/dlhome.html.

(private communication) The information is not available either in published or report form and the author ac-
knowledges the receipt of information from another source.

Electronic Preprints (eprints) These are considered as “(unpublished)” but can be listed for the benefit of readers,
e.g., A. Smith and B. Jones, cond-mat/9702211 (unpublished). Authors should make every effort to update
such references by replacing the eprint citation by the journal citation if accepted or published. Eprints that
are accepted for publication by a journal but not yet published should be cited as, e.g., A. Smith, cond-
mat/9702116, Phys. Rev. B (to be published 15 August 1997).

Reports Give name of institution, report identifier, and year.

(unpublished) Journal references not yet accepted for publication when proofs are prepared will be listed as “(un-
published)”. Authors are expected to update such references on the proofs if possible and/or provide sufficient
information to allow editors to do so.


