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���� marked the ���th anniversary of the founding of The Physical Review� This was commemorated
by a session at the April meeting of the APS� a special issue of Physics Today� a traveling exhibit� the
publication by APS and AIP of a history of the journal� and the preparation of a volume �to be published
soon� collecting seminal articles published in the Physical Review journals� The journals themselves adopted
special covers� with a di	erent color for each member of the Physical Review family� for the centennial year
starting in July �����

In ����� the number of manuscripts submitted to Physical Review and Physical Review Letters increased
signi
cantly� as it has every year for more than a decade� total submissions for the year were more than ���
���
representing an increase of more than �� over ���
� and of nearly �
�� since ����� For every month� ����
receipts were greater than in past years �see Figure �� this 
gure also displays the usual seasonal �uctuations
in submissions�� Published pages increased by more than �� over ���
� The pattern of growth over the past
�� years is shown in Figure 
�

Re�ecting the international nature of physics and of the Physical Review journals� manuscript submissions
from outside the US� which have been more than those from within the US since ����� continued to grow�
not just absolutely but as a fraction of total submissions� They constituted �
� of the submissions in ����
�see Figure ���

In late ���� APS appointed a Task Force on Journal Growth� to study this growth�its causes� prospects�
and implications�with particular emphasis on the international aspects� Eugen Merzbacher was named as
Chair of the Task Force�

To deal with the submitted manuscripts� ������ referrals to referees were made in ����� Continuing
e	orts to expand the referee pool to deal with the increasing number of manuscripts resulted in the number
of available referees in our database growing by ���� to a total of more than �������

Communications with authors and referees by electronic means are increasing� �
� of referee responses
were received by electronic mail� and an additional 
�� were received via FAX� The total number of incoming
e�mail messages increased by ��� over ���
� and the total of incoming FAX messages increased by ����
Similarly� outgoing e�mail messages increased by ���� and outgoing FAXes by 
���

Manuscript submissions by electronic mail increased by �
��� to a total of ���� ���� of receipts��
The number of articles published as compuscripts �using authors� LaTEX�REVTEX 
les in the composition
process� more than doubled� and constituted 
�� of the text pages in the journals�

Statistics relating to the journals are given in detail in Tables I�VIII�

The distribution of topics among sections of Physical Review A was revised to take account of the
evolution and expansion of the 
eld of atomic� molecular� and optical physics� In the new scheme� which
became e	ective on � January ����� emphasis is placed on the new physics issues at which papers are
directed� rather than the techniques or approaches used� The section on quantum optics was expanded and



a new section on atom and neutron coherence and interference was introduced�

The Task Force to review Physical Review B presented a preliminary report to the APS Publications
Oversight Committee in the fall� A 
nal report� and POC action on recommendations� is expected in �����

As a planned three�year pilot program� publication charges are not being requested for papers accepted
after �� June ���
 for publication in Physical Review D� or accepted after the same date for publication
as compuscripts in Physical Review C� The hope is to test the e	ect of this change on the ability of the
journals to attract good papers� The substantial increase in submissions to Physical Review D over the past
two years �see Table V�� and the rapid growth of compuscripts in Physical Review C �see Figure ��� provide
preliminary indications of e	ectiveness�

During ����� the decision was made to move composition of Physical Review Letters from the Editorial
O�ce to an outside vendor� Beacon Graphics� by around July ����� The SGML and PostScript 
les provided
by Beacon Graphics will facilitate the production of an on�line version of the journal� A request for proposals
for an electronic Physical Review Letters was issued� with responses from proposed vendors due in early �����
The target is for production of an electronic journal in �����

At the end of ����� Russell Donnelly �University of Oregon� retired after six years as Associate Editor of
Physical Review A and E� Katepalli Sreenivasan �Yale University� was named as his replacement� Physical
Review D added a new Associate Editor� Robert Pisarski �Brookhaven National Laboratory�� Both began
their work for the journals in January �����

Jennifer Slater� Associate Editor of Physical Review B� left the journal because of a move out of the
area� Patrick Boucher was promoted to Assistant Editor of the journal� with supervisory responsibility for
its Ridge editorial sta	� Grenville Lister was promoted to Senior Editorial Assistant� New members of the
B editorial sta	 were Anthony Begley� Steven Chu� and April Tully�

Christopher Wesselborg joined Physical Review C as the primary representative of the journal in the
Ridge editorial o�ce� with responsibilities in Physical Review Letters as well�

In Physical Review Letters� Jerome Malenfant was promoted to Assistant Editor� and Reinhardt Schuh�
mann was promoted to Senior Assistant to the Editors�

The complete editorial sta	 as of the end of the year is listed in the Appendix�



TABLE I� Numbers of articles and of �short papers� received and published by Physical Review ����������
�Short papers� include Brief Reports� Comments� and Rapid Communications in ���������� they include
Comments and Addenda in ����������
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TABLE II� Numbers of articles and of short papers received and published by individual Physical Review
journals in �����

Articles Short Papers No� Pages � Pages
Received Published Received Published Published Published
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TABLE III� Papers received by the short�papers section of Physical Review in �����

Direct Submissions Transfers from PRL
Brief Rapid Brief Rapid

Reports Comments Communications Reports Comments Communications
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TABLE IV� Fraction of papers not published �which includes those rejected� withdrawn� recommended for
publication elsewhere� etc�� by the Physical Review journals for ��������
� Many papers submitted in ����
are still active� hence the numbers for that year are still incomplete and are not listed�
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TABLE V� Distribution of receipts among the Physical Review journals ���������� Note that in ����
Physical Review A� became Physical Review A� and A�� became E�

Total Number of Articles and BCR or CA Received
A� A A�� B� B�� C D� D D�� E Total
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TABLE VI� Physical Review Letters statistics� �Annual page total� does not include the index� Relevant
historical notes�

Rapid Communications instituted � January �����
Changed acceptance criteria in force � January ���
�
Top�of�page makeup began 
� March ����� Relaxation of ��� page limit to four pages follows
���� increase��
New page size introduced � January ���� ��
� increase�� �Net size increase is 
��� new length
plus new page size��
��������� Review Panel for PRL Report� August ����� implementation ���
�

Annual Total Manuscripts
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y Only published Reply Comments counted as �Manuscripts Received�� starting � July �����
z Reply Comments are not counted as �Manuscripts Received�� starting � January �����



TABLE VII� Physical Review Letters statistics by subject areas ���������� Comments are not included�
The data refers to manuscripts received in the speci
ed year and how many of them were subsequently
published� in that year or later� The subject areas are the ones de
ned by PACS� not by the organization of
the journal�s Table of Contents �since that organization has varied in this time period��

DATA KEY� published �� accept� rate� Letters only
receipts for yr �� total receipts� �Comments not included�

PACS ���� ����� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���
 ����y

General ����
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� In ���� high�Tc superconductivity was discovered� As a result the submissions to the Condensed Matter
Electronic Structure section increased� The PRL acceptance rate dropped since most sent their high�Tc
papers to PRL and a higher number than usual were transferred to PR to be published� If all papers in this
section are ignored� then the PRL acceptance rate is �
� for ���� and ����� and ��� for �����

y The data for papers published �and acceptance rate� are not complete� some papers submitted in ����
may yet be published�



TABLE VIII� Subscription data for the end of the subscription years in ����� The numbers in parentheses
show the changes from the previous year�

Member Student Nonmember Total
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APPENDIX� Editorial Sta	

Crossjournal editorial administration�

Editor�in�Chief Benjamin Bederson�
Administrative Editor Stanley G� Brown
Publication Editor Reid Terwilliger
Editorial Administrative Assistant Barbara Maddaloni

Individual�journal editorial sta	�

Editors Peter D� Adams �B�
Sam M� Austin� �C�
George Basbas �L�
Lowell S� Brown� �D�
Stanley G� Brown �L�
Bernd Crasemann� �A�
D� Nordstrom �D�
Irwin Oppenheim� �E�
Jack Sandweiss� �L�
Gene L� Wells �L�

Associate Editors Russell J� Donnelly� �E�
Benjamin F� Gibson� �C�
Allen Goland� �B�
Gerald Hedstrom� �E�
Brant M� Johnson� �A� E� and L�
Kelvin Lynn� �B�
William J� Marciano� �D�
Robert L� McGrath� �C�
Lorenzo Narducci� �A�
Laurence Passell� �B�
Stephen J� Smith� �A�
Myron Strongin� �B�
Michael Weinert� �B�

Assistant Editor�Journal Manager Carol B� Kraner �A and E�
Assistant Editors Patrick Boucher �B�

Jerome Malenfant �L�
Senior Assistants to the Editors Margaret Malloy �A and E�

Valerie L� Miller �A and E�
Anne Waldron �L�
Christopher Wesselborg �C and L�
Reinhardt B� Schuhmann �L�

Assistants to the Editors Debbie Brodbar �C and L�
George Michel �B�
Joanna Popadiuk �A and E�

Senior Editorial Assistants Grenville Lister �B�
Bill Piel �A and E�
John Ripka �D�
S� Weiskop �D�

Editorial Assistants Steven Chu �B�
Margaret Foster �A and E�
Lora Kramer �B�
Hans Michel �L�
April Tully �B�

�Part time consultants� The remaining personnel are predominantly full time at the Ridge Editorial O�ce�
except Reid Terwilliger who is resident at both the Ridge and Woodbury� NY locations�



FIG� �� Numbers of manuscripts submitted to Physical Review and Physical Review Letters each month for
the years ���������� Physical Review Letters Comments were not counted before July �����

FIG� 
� Number of papers and corresponding pages published in Physical Review �PR� and Physical Review

Letters �PRL� from ���� through ����� The PR 
gures include Comments� Communications� and Addenda
in ���������� and include Brief Reports� Comments� and Rapid Communications in ���������� the PRL

gures include Comments in ��������� and ���������� APS membership is given for comparison�

FIG� �� Number of manuscripts submitted to Physical Review and Physical Review Letters from ���� to
���� by US and non�US authors� The classi
cation is based on the address of the corresponding author�
since international collaborations are likely to choose a US�based author as the corresponding author� this
probably overstates the number of US submissions and understates the non�US submissions� �Comments
submitted to Physical Review Letters are not included for ��������
� PRL Comments� but not Replies� are
included for ������

FIG� �� Percentage of the published pages in the various journals published as LaTEX�REVTEX compuscripts
�using the authors� 
les in the composition process�� ��������
 statistics given for Physical Review E are
those for its predecessor� Physical Review A��� Compuscripts were introduced in Physical Review Letters in
June ���
� the ���
 
gures for PRL refer only to volume ���

Figures are available as PostScript 
les� ann rpt �� 
g��ps
ann rpt �� 
g�
�ps
ann rpt �� 
g��ps
ann rpt �� 
g��ps


