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ANNUAL STATISTICS

THE PHYSICAL REVIEW

and

PHYSICAL REVIEW LETTERS

In ����� the number of manuscripts submitted to Physical Review and Physical Review

Letters increased signi�cantly� as it has every year for more than a decade� total submissions
for the year were more than ������� representing an increase of more than �	 over ���
�
and of nearly ���	 since ����� For every month� ���� receipts were greater than in past
years 
see Figure �� this �gure also displays the usual seasonal �uctuations in submissions��
Published pages increased by more than �	 over ���
� The pattern of growth over the past

� years is shown in Figure ��

Re�ecting the international nature of physics and of the Physical Review journals� manuscript
submissions from outside the US� which have been more than those from within the US since
����� continued to grow� not just absolutely but as a fraction of total submissions� They
constituted ��	 of the submissions in ���� 
see Figure 
��

To deal with the submitted manuscripts� ������ referrals to referees were made in �����
Continuing e�orts to expand the referee pool to deal with the increasing number of manuscripts
resulted in the number of available referees in our database growing by �	� to a total of
more than �������

Manuscript submissions by electronic mail increased by 
�	� to a total of ���� 
��	 of
receipts�� The number of articles published as compuscripts 
using authors� LaTEX�REVTEX
�les in the composition process� more than doubled� and constituted ��	 of the text pages
in the journals 
see Figure ���

Detailed statistics relating to the journals are given in Tables I�VIII�



TABLE I� Numbers of articles and of �short papers� received and published by Physical Review ����������
�Short papers� include Brief Reports	 Comments	 and Rapid Communications in ��
������� they include
Comments and Addenda in �������
��

Articles Short Papers Total
Received Published Received Published Received Published
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TABLE II� Numbers of articles and of short papers received and published by individual Physical Review
journals in �����

Articles Short Papers No� Pages � Pages
Received Published Received Published Published Published

A ���� ���� ��� �
� ����
 �
��
B� ��

 ���� ��� ��� ����� ����
B�� �

� �
�� �

 ��� �
��� �
��
C ��� ��� �
� ��� ���� 
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D� 
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 ��� ��� ���
 
�

D�� ���� ��� ��
 ��� ���� ���
E ���
 ���� ��� 

� ����� ���


Total ����
 ���� 
��� ���
 ����




TABLE III� Papers received by the short�papers section of Physical Review in �����

Direct Submissions Transfers from PRL
Brief Rapid Brief Rapid

Reports Comments Communications Reports Comments Communications
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TABLE IV� Fraction of papers not published �which includes those rejected	 withdrawn	 recommended for
publication elsewhere	 etc�� by the Physical Review journals for ��
�����
� Many papers submitted in ����
are still active� hence the numbers for that year are still incomplete and are not listed�
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TABLE V� Distribution of receipts among the Physical Review journals ���������� Note that in ���

Physical Review A� became Physical Review A� and A�� became E�

Total Number of Articles and BCR or CA Received
A� A A�� B� B�� C D� D D�� E Total

���� ���� 
��� 

�� ���� ���� �


 ���� �
���
���
 ���� 
�
� ���
 ��� ��� ���� ���� �����
���� ���� ���
 �
�
 ���� ��� 

� ���� �����
���� ��

 ���� ���
 ���� 
�
 ��� �
� �����
���� ���� ��
� ���� ���� 
�� ��� ��� �
��
��
� �
�� ���� �
�
 
�� ��� �
� �

�
��

 ���� ���� �

� 
�� ��� ��� 
���
��
� ���� �
�� ���� 

� ��� ��� 
��

��
� ���� ���� ���� ��� ��� ��� �
��
��
� ��

 ���� �
�� ��� ��� 

� ����
��
� �
�� ���� ���� ��� �
� ��� ����
��

 ���� ��� ���� ��� ��� �
� ����
��
� ���� 


 ��
� ��� �
� ��� ����
��
� ���� 
�� ��
� ��� ��� ��� �
��
��
� �

 ��
 ���
 ��
 ��� ��� ����
���� 
�
 ��� ��� �
� ��� ��� ���

���
 ��� �
� ��� ��
 �
� ��� ����
���� 
�� ��� ��� ��� �
� ��� ���

���� 
�
 ��
 ��
 ��� ��
 ��� ���

���� ��� ��� ��
 �

 ��� ��� ���

���� 
�� ��� 

� �

 ��� ��� �
��
���
 �
� ��� ��� ��� ��� ��� ���

���� ��
 ��� �

 ��
 �
�
 ����
���� 
�� ��
 
�� ��� ���� ����
���� ��� ��� 
�� ��
 ���� ��





TABLE VI� Physical Review Letters statistics� �Annual page total� does not include the index� Relevant
historical notes�

Rapid Communications instituted � January ��
��
Changed acceptance criteria in force � January ��
��
Top�of�page makeup began �
 March ��

� Relaxation of 
�� page limit to four pages follows
���� increase��
New page size introduced � January ��
� ���� increase�� �Net size increase is �
�� new length
plus new page size��
��
������ Review Panel for PRL Report	 August ����� implementation �����

Annual Total Manuscripts
Page Manuscripts Published�Received Published
Total Received Letters Comments Errata
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 issues in these years ��� in other years��
y Only published Reply Comments counted as �Manuscripts Received�	 starting � July ��
��
z Reply Comments are not counted as �Manuscripts Received�	 starting � January ���
�



TABLE VII� Physical Review Letters statistics by subject areas ��
������� Comments are not included�
The data refers to manuscripts received in the speci�ed year and how many of them were subsequently
published	 in that year or later� The subject areas are the ones de�ned by PACS	 not by the organization of
the journal�s Table of Contents �since that organization has varied in this time period��

DATA KEY� published �� accept� rate� Letters only
receipts for yr �� total receipts� �Comments not included�

PACS ��
�� ��

 ��
� ���� ���� ���� ���
 ����y

General ����
�� ����
�� ������� ������� �
����� ������� �
���
� �������
Physics 
��� �� ������� �
���
� ������� ������� �
���
� ������� 
������

Elementary ��
���� ������� ��
���� ������� ����
�� ������� ����
�� ����
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Particles 
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�� 
� 
��� �� ���� 
� 
��� ��

Nuclear ������ ������� 
��

� ������ ������� ��
���� ������� �������
Physics �
�� �� ���� �� ��
� �� ��
� �� �
�� �� ��
� �� ���� �� 
��� ��

Atomic � ��
���� ������� ������� ��
���� �

���� �
���
� �����
� ��
����
Molecular �

� �� ���� �� ���� �� ���� �� �
�� �� 
��� �� 
��� �� 
��� ��

Optics � ������� ����
�� �����
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�� �� �
�� �� ���� �� ��
� �� ���� �� ���� �� ���� �� �
�� ��

Condensed Matter 
������ 
������ �����
� 
�
���� ������� �����
� ������� 
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��
Structure �����
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���� �
���
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� In ��
� high�Tc superconductivity was discovered� As a result the submissions to the Condensed Matter
Electronic Structure section increased� The PRL acceptance rate dropped since most sent their high�Tc
papers to PRL and a higher number than usual were transferred to PR to be published� If all papers in this
section are ignored	 then the PRL acceptance rate is ��� for ��
� and ��

	 and 
�� for ��
��

y The data for papers published �and acceptance rate� are not complete� some papers submitted in ����
may yet be published�



TABLE VIII� Subscription data for the end of the subscription years in ����� The numbers in parentheses
show the changes from the previous year�

Member Student Nonmember Total

A ����� ��� ���� 
� �
���� ��� ������ ����
B� ��
����
� ���� �� ���
�� ��� ���
�� ����
B�� ����� ��� ���� �� ���
�� ��� ��
��� ����
C �
��� ��� �� �� �
���� ��� ������ ��
�
D� ��
�� ��� ���� �� ������ ��� ��
��� ����
D�� ��������� ���� �� ������ ��� ���
�� ����
E ����� �
� ��� �� ���
�� ���� ��
��� ���
L 
�
����
�� 
��� �
� ��
��� �
� �
���� 
���

� The number for PRE last year was incorrect� It should have been ��
�	 not �����



FIG� �� Numbers of manuscripts submitted to Physical Review and Physical Review Letters each month for
the years ���������� Physical Review Letters Comments were not counted before July ���
�

FIG� �� Number of papers and corresponding pages published in Physical Review �PR� and Physical Review

Letters �PRL� from ���
 through ����� The PR �gures include Comments	 Communications	 and Addenda
in �������
�	 and include Brief Reports	 Comments	 and Rapid Communications in ��
������� the PRL
�gures include Comments in ��������� and ��
������� APS membership is given for comparison�

FIG� 
� Number of manuscripts submitted to Physical Review and Physical Review Letters from ��
� to
���� by US and non�US authors� The classi�cation is based on the address of the corresponding author�
since international collaborations are likely to choose a US�based author as the corresponding author	 this
probably overstates the number of US submissions and understates the non�US submissions� �Comments
submitted to Physical Review Letters are not included for ��
������� PRL Comments	 but not Replies	 are
included for ���
 and ������

FIG� �� Percentage of the published pages in the various journals published as LaTEX�REVTEX compuscripts
�using the authors� �les in the composition process�� ��������� statistics given for Physical Review E are
those for its predecessor	 Physical Review A��� Compuscripts were introduced in Physical Review Letters in
June ����� the ���� �gures for PRL refer only to volume ���

Figures are available as PostScript �les� ann stats �� �g��ps
ann stats �� �g��ps
ann stats �� �g
�ps
ann stats �� �g��ps


